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ESCAPE

Towering cliffs,
an explosive past
and Olympian
luxury. Stunnmg
Santorini offers
all the magic iw %
of a Greekmyth ©

AVA CLIFFS, black sandy
shores and a jagged coastline: a
volcano once so explosive it
may have given rise to the
Atlantis myth may not be the
most obvious setting for a late

summer beach holiday.

~ But the island of Santorini is as stylish as
its landscape is dramatic. Famous for the
most beautiful sunsets in the Greek Islands,
Santorini is the perfect destination for those

who like a touch of style with

their

sunlounger. Forget simple food, drab decor
and questionable plumbing: Bantorinl is o=

home Lo some of the best boutique
hotels in Greece.

The distinetive horseshoe shape of
the island was ereated in an
apocalyplic burst when an earth-
shattering voleano erupled more than
3,000 years apo.

Today, the island juts out of a
perfect blue Aegean Sea in the
southern Cyclades. Whitewashed
villages cling to the cusp of the crater
and towering lava cliffs surround the
focal point of the island: the still
waters of the submerged caldera of
the voleano.

Minimalist hotels, fashionable bars
and stylish designer boutiques line
the pretty cobbled streets and
attract crowds of beautiful people.

And despite constant reminders
that the island is voleanie, visitors will
be relieved to note that there has not
been an eruption for more than half
a century.

8o, sit back and enjoy a classic
Santorini sunset.

BEST HOTELS

EXPECT a view. Or ten. Perfect

panoramas take centre stage at

almost every stylish boutique hotel

that overlooks the caldera waters.
d a chilled glass of white

wine is the perfect companion.

Cosmopolitan Suites
HOUSED in a traditional white
Cycladic home, this resort is set hi
on the sea cliffs, overlooking the
caldera. A stone’s throw from the
bustle of the island's main village,
Fira, the hotel offers a calming escape
from the outside world.

Pale blue walls, large mirrors and
antique furnishings set a stylish
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maritime tone throughout the ten
individually designed suites. Softly
GUIVE WIS aFeTey SEtWe roviis"
frame perfect sea views.

A deep blue infinity pool, massage
services and a classy poolside bar
and restaurant complete the package.

B Cosmopolitan Suites (00 30 22860

25632; cosmopolitan-sanlorini.com)
has doubles £176 between May
and September, including breakfast.

Chromata
THE voleanic drama of the island
matches the opulent interior of
Chromata, a retreat in the traditional
of Ime . Colourful modern
design fills the 22 suites cut into the
cliffside: warm pink walls are mixed
with turquoise drapes, leopard‘-_fmnt
furnishings, chandeliers and private
plunge pools.

But centre stage is the cliff-hugging
infinity 1, which stretches into a
blue grotto where the bar is housed.
The indulgent can be pampered by
the in-house bath butler, while the
romantic can enjoy a candlelit dinner
on the glass deck above the pool.

B Chromata (00 30 22860 24850;
chromata-santorini.com) has doubles
Jrom £162 from May to Oclober,
including breakfast.

Katikies

ONE of the best hotels in Greece,
Katikies is a stylish enclave in the
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W
posteard-perfect. vil of Oia,
on the northern tip of
Hewn into the volcanic rock 1
meires above the caldera basin,
a string of stairs and bridges link
23 roome and 16 suites through-
out the whitewashed hotel

All the rooms are light and airy,

ARk LLET LWAPELED T IJEI AW CREELE ﬂ_LIJ’.
with vaulted cellings, antigue
furnishings — and, of course,
private balconies,

B Katikies (00 30 22860 71401,
katikies.com) has doubles
befipeen May and mid October
from £281, including a
champagne breakfast and free
beach fransfers.

On The Rocks

HANGING 200 metres abaove
the caldera basin, this boutigue
hotel 18 — literally — on the
rocks. A small complex of
minimalist apartments, the 17
rooms are painted serenely in
blue and white to blend in with
the sea and sky.

Blue cushions and white
deckehairs are scatiered prettily
around the sea-facing terraces.
Massages take place in a peace-
ful spa suite, which is fitted with
a steam room and Jacuzzi and
promises to banish any linge
stress. At night, white candles
line the pool, and dinner is
served beneath the stars.

Luxury lovers should pick the
honeymoon suite to enjoy its
private outdoor pool overlook-
Ing the caldera.

B On The Rocks, Immmgii {00
30 22860 23880 onrocks.net ) s
doubles from £196 from June lo
Seplember, inchuling breakfost.

BEST RESTAURANTS

SIMPLE, fresh and tasty:
Santorini is home to some of the
best restaurants in the Cyclades.

Selene

ALFRESCO dining is elevated
to new heights on the hillside
terraces ol SBelene — its sea-
facing wviews and romantic
ambience guarantee that it is
frequented by newlyweds.

The food mm:s the cxpcﬂ.mf'n
tal with the classic — SR
urchin and artichoke salad fava
balls with eaper sauce and
gucchini with smoked eel.
Simple Greek yoghurt and
honey is the perfect pudding,

Those who really enjoy their
meal can pick up a few tips to

take home with them — at the
on-site conkery school.
B Selens, Fire (00 30 228 602 2249;

1800
WANDER down a quiet back:
street in the village of Oia and
you might stumble across 1800,
Housed in an 18th-century sea
caplain's mansion, the setting is
as elegant as the food — from
antigue sofas to wooden travel
chests. But it is worth stepping
outside on to the stylish roof ter-
race [or the stunning sea views,
The restaurant excels at slow-
cooked traditional Greek dishes
with a modern twist.
B 1800, Nikolaow Nomikou, Oia
(00 30 228 607 1485; oia-1800.com),
Dinner for fwo including wine
costs around £58
Seaside Lounge i
FOR a modern

regtaurant experi-
ence Santorini-

Sea and volcanic erater, tuck
into the Mediterranean cuising.

m Archipelagos, Ypapaniis, Fira
(00 30 228 602 4509,

archipelogos-santorini.com).
D!merm tung with wine costs
arou

WHAT TO DO

FROM diving in the caldera to
sampling the frults of the
island's famous vineyards, there
is a raft of activitles to keep
holideymakers busy. And those
who prefer to take it easy? Grab
a towel and head for one of the
black sandy beaches that line
the east of the island.

Sail away
THE sight of Santorini from the
sea is stunning. Hop on a boat
trip across the caldera to take in
the awe-inspiring volcanic

; e island.
m . A clutch of
y nearby islands

” are also worth
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the restaurant is

stylish and contem-

porary. Wicker chairs

and white tables sit

beneath an airy canupi‘ thh

open sides looking out o se

DJs playing chill-out music

create a relaxed backdrop.
From simple paella to fresh

lobster, the cuisine is modern

Mediterranean.

W Seaside Lounge, San

Georglos-Peripolos (00 30 228 608

2801, seaside-restaurant.gr),

Dinner for two costs around £54.

Archipelagos
THIS is housed in one of the
oldest captainzg’ houses on the
Island, dating back to 1860. But
\rlsn.ors could do worse than to
5 Lhe original stone walls,
%d.ng artworks and seulptures
rhal. dot the interior — and head
strajght outdoors to eat.
Clinging to the caldera cliffs,
the restaurant offers the
ultimate dinner with a view, As
the sun dips behind the Aegean

voleanieally active
Palea Kameni and
Nea Kameni with their
emouldering sulphur
craters, natural hot springs and
bubbling mud pools.
W Sail in style with Caplain Ted
on hoard one of his gleaming
while calamarans. Trips
include daydime or sunset lours
with seafood and steak
barbecue in q privale bay, from
£88 per persomn (00 30 694 424
1162; santoriniseiling.com).

And wine not?
HOME to some of the oldest
vineyards in Europe, a visit to
Bantorini is incomplete without
a tour of 8 winery. One particu-
larty stylish venture is Art Space
in Exo Gonla. i
The 1830 winery iz one of the
oldest In the country and
yroduces the famous dry white
!‘i chterl and sweet desert
sanl,u wines. And it not only
nt’!’ers visitors tours of the
original winery, its current

Wﬂu and its ul;useum,
nlj:'nne u?a.!.ln of t.lgl-eufnnt' ulgllllaﬁ

are exhibitions by acclalmed
Greek and international artists.
B Art Space, Antonis Argiros,

Ero Gonia (00 30 228 663 2774;
artsnace-sanliorint com).
Grispace -SanlorinLcom).

Shop 'til you drop
IT MAY be a tiny Greek island
but don't let that cramp the
style of retail therapy lovers,
Bantorini is home to a swoon-
inducing quantity of designer
boutique stores. Take a stroll
along the cobbled maze of
streets in Fira and drink in the
amour — from Christian Dior
0 Versace. The Jewellery shops
that line the ;.I.rpets are also
worth p
Take a lnuk at the original
modern designs in the Tosil Col-
lection at Kyklos in Fira. In Ofa,
pick up a moody black and white
photograph of the island at the
art gallery, Nikos Rigopoulns.
Or settle for some thyme
honey and a bottle of fine
Santorini wine from Cava
Sigales Argyris, In Firostephanl.

Beneath the surface
BANTORINI has long been
hailed the setting for the mythi-
cal city of Atlantis, Those keen
to probe beneath the surface of
the sea should not miss the
chance to go on a diving trip.
From beginners to experi-
enced divers, Santorini Dive
Centre oifers a siring of tours

l:x loring the underwater
cand crater and surrounding
beaches

B Santorini Dive Centre (00 30
228 608 3190; divecentergr).
Dives from £37.

HOWTO GET THERE

DIRECT fights from Gatwick,
Manchester and Newcastle to
Bantorini are available between
May and October, from around
£149 return. Airlines include
First Choice (0871 200 7709;
firstcholee,couk), Exeel Airwm,rs
(0870 320 TTTT, xl.com), Thomas
Cook Airlines (0870 760 6711;
thomascook.com) and Thomson
Fly (DBTO 1800 TaT;
thomsonfly.com).

B For more information, confact
the Greek National Tourism
Office (020 7495 9300;
gnlo.couk).




